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0- 6- 0 steam locomotive hauling wool in NSW, 1922  
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Rail gauges in Australia display significant 
variations, which has presented an 
extremely difficult problem for rail 
transport on the Australian continent for 
over 150 years.  In the 19th century, each 
of the Colonies of Australia adopted their 
own gauges. However with Federation in 
1901 and the removal of trade barriers, 
the short sightedness of three gauges 
became apparent. It would be 94 years 
before all mainland state capitals were 
joined by one standard gauge.  
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}Councils know how to manage assets (maintain and 
renew existing) ς each Council must have their own 
SAMP that balances community need with available 
resources. 

}Planning future infrastructure needs requires 3 levels 
of government to work together and plan ahead.  Not 
just fund projects based on current need. 

}Funding must be fair across 3 levels of government ς it 
is not under current arrangements. 
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