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Western Highway Action Committee

* Brief history of highway development
* Formation of WHAC

e What are the current priorities?

* How will we get there?

* A parting message
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Brief History of Highway Works

e Some duplication from mid 1960s.

* Various sections
o Deer Park,
o near Melton,
o Anthony’s Cutting,
o Pykes Ck Reservoir

* Highway still went through all towns.
* Pentlands Hill car park.
e Bacchus Marsh bypass 1972 (9 km, $S4.3 M)
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Hopetoun Cemetery,
near Bacchus Marsh
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VicRoads 1998
- roads

Western Highway M8/A8 e Corridor — nationally, second

Corridor Strategy busiest for interstate freight

Deer Park to South Australian Border
~ e * Broad range of works

* Major projects including further
duplication

 Other works, e.g. further
overtaking lanes, Armstrong
overpass

* Planning studies, e.g. Ararat
bypass

* Mapped out a 15-year program...
e ..subject to funding

e How would it be funded? -‘
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WHAC Formation

e Formedin 2000

* Modelled on highly successful
Calder Highway Improvement Committee

* Group of 10 Councils along WH corridor
— from the edge of Melbourne to SA border

 Objectives include:

o To pursue the improvement, safety, upgrading and amenity
of the Western Highway.

o To lobby and obtain allocation of Government funding for
the implementation of approved strategies for the
construction, planning and maintenance of the Western
Highway.
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WHAC Functions

e Develop data-based strategies to inform
prioritisation from WHAC’s perspective

* A shared set of priorities
* Lobby for funding for these

o Preparation of material to support this
o Media campaigns
o Direct lobbying of politicians

* All of this, working in close liaison with the
regional office of VicRoads
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The history continues ...

e Hopkins Rd overpass — Rockbank (2001)

* Deer Park bypass — finally a link to the
metropolitan freeway system (2009)

* Anthony’s Cutting realignment (2011)
e Duplication through to Beaufort (2015)
e Restoration of the Avenue of Honour (2015)

[ ‘ HIGHWAYS
e LIFE'ELOOD OF /THE|STATE



'E"? A

4 f. WY
TTLTY wb~»..l“..»..w
3 /f TRORN
J,.,. v,r .4%?,“»,...
N LARCL T ANANE
S, ,f.-,ud,. d
L AATARAGRNA A
,,.. A A-P

. . ./ 1S ’ ,._r
; '_.uar;rAr,
) KEAAERALTARAD
SAANRAARAN
o WNJN N IR

ShA

LURY ¥ 3 [ ]




"=
A8 L

HIGHWAYS



NATIONAL

A8

™ Beaufort 37|

1 Ararat 81|
| Stawell 111 _
| Horsham 177i

| Adelaide™608

i

B viciindl

~ - ;



Current priorities (east)
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Current priorities (west)
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*Newsagency
-Take Away Food
*Post Office
= Cold Drinks

2 Egg & Bacon
Sanga's

$6.00

Lollies / ice Creams
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Adam Carey

Trasspoet Reporter

A plaasing blunder ha
destructica of almost 900 ©
ing odd native trees after Vi
severcly undevestimated the vn
snmental impact of 3 ghway pro-
ject it Is managing.

Many of the trees were dassified
AR Wiry high conservation signife
ance”, but ure being ledied to shave
two mizates off the traved time

NATIONAL

hetween Ararat and Bescfoet, wist
of Ba¥arwt, azd make the runl
Blghway safer.

The Western Higlway is being

Hundreds of giant

duplicated  from  FEallarst o
Stawell, at a cost of $E6LS millios

VicRouds cstimated thal ™
=a0re than 221 "large old trees”
weuld be lost when i widened the
Ab-kibmetre  highway  cerridar
ketween Heaufort and Ararat, & an
emvironmental effects statémwont.

It said & more SetaBod road
design would ikely reduce the sctual
numder of lsrge old trees boet o
“Teess Chan" 221

But the roads suthorkty has con.
oaded it now expects to cut down up
(o M85 leeype cld-growth troes.

The figure Is four times groater
than VieReods prodiciad, beciow

-
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two The ywutes

after tha feling of oid native
trees (lnast Wit) for the Westem
Froeway extansion thar left)
Bolow, el to right: Helen Lewers,
Gavin Jamieson and Kate Vivian
next to amdchod troe,

Pratos Sivon O Dwyer

o

trees felled in highway project blunder

the wathoritys  ervireamentsd
effects sstement did net covnl
*scuttered” tresza, which are net ko-
shde the read bt s being fedled 1l
the same

VicRoads came feewsord with rs
adwission folowing setaned pres
sire from activist group WHAM

(Westarn  Highway ARernative
Mindats)
WHAM  spokesworman  Helan

Lewers ssid the zotural eoviron-
ment had besss scurred by the care-
less destruction of hundrods of
besietifut) obd trees

"Whan the 400-yesrol Scpara
tion Tree [ottacked by wasdels in

Melbourne's Bobasie Gardens] was
st it made ¥l of Mekowne very
sad, 50 how come it decsan't metter if
neaety 2000 like ft wre cut down®

Sho sald work o6 the peoject
sheuld huwe ceased omon VicRoads
paleod the mumber of taspuited
Lrees fier exceoded first wdinatos

VicRoads chicd execulive Jodn
Merritt acknowledgod the “discrep-
ancy between the selgial estimabs,
which did mot inclede scattemed
troas” and the trus figure.

*Foad safety is our wtmest prion
nd roadside trove can be & has-
wd in resall road accidents” Mr
Merrnt gid

A more detalied planeing report,
from 2004, identified 1635 tuge o
treen that would be affeted, und
VicRosds had saved abost 500 of
thees, he sald

"The chosan roote poovides 3
wortal lmpect ond V-
Roods will plant ever 12000 ww
other plaris when
jor construction & completed.”
R sadl

The error promplod s lnterven
tices fromo Linke Dommedise, the M
wter fir Reads, who wreote Lo Ms
Leswers to infores bar that VicRoods
was revising its daskon for the et
higtway section W be widened,

betwesn Bunsgor and Araral

This weald incode “narrowisg
the median h whers poesible®
and weéng ¢ y and wiry repe
safety barriers U0 2lnimiee the ccts
struction ares.

Vietorian Creers ksdes Grog
Barter sood both majoe partes
sharod the biame, having waagted
VicRoads frum the oeed tae win per-
mits M gathve vegetatun charing

TWhon it 0M0ES t0 tree charsg
pubbc authoeitsas are some of the
worst offenders, especiady with the
to tham bock In

HIGHWAYS

LIFE/BELO:OD OF THE | STATE|




How will we get there?

DON T STALL -

FUND TO STAWELL

DUPLICATE THE WESTERN HIGHWAY




Some statistics

11 FATALITIES

1,500 TRUCKS PER DAY WEST OF BALLARAT
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49 PEOPLE SERIOUSLY INJURED

4,000 CARS PER DAY WEST OF BALLARAT




Media Launch
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Pollies
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