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• Brief history of highway development 

• Formation of WHAC 

• What are the current priorities? 

• How will we get there? 

• A parting message 

 

 

 



a drive along the Western Highway 



Some 
improvements 



Brief History of Highway Works 

• Some duplication from mid 1960s.  

• Various sections 
o Deer Park,  

o near Melton,  

o Anthony’s Cutting,  

o Pykes Ck Reservoir 

• Highway still went through all towns.  

• Pentlands Hill car park. 

• Bacchus Marsh bypass 1972 (9 km, $4.3 M) 

 

 

 



Hopetoun Cemetery,  
near Bacchus Marsh 



Brief History of Highway Works 

• Completion of 80 km dual carriageway to Ballarat (1975) 

• 1987 Melton bypass (8.8 km, $44 M) 

• 1993-98 Ballarat bypass 

 

 

 



Duplication progress 1990s 



VicRoads 1998 

• Corridor – nationally, second 
busiest for interstate freight 

• Broad range of works 

• Major projects including further 
duplication 

• Other works, e.g. further 
overtaking lanes, Armstrong 
overpass 

• Planning studies, e.g. Ararat 
bypass 

• Mapped out a 15-year program… 

• … subject to funding 

• How would it be funded? 

 



WHAC Formation 

• Formed in 2000 
• Modelled on highly successful  

Calder Highway Improvement Committee 
• Group of 10 Councils along WH corridor  

– from the edge of Melbourne to SA border 
• Objectives include: 

o To pursue the improvement, safety, upgrading and amenity 
of the Western Highway. 

o To lobby and obtain allocation of Government funding for 
the implementation of approved strategies for the 
construction, planning and maintenance of the Western 
Highway. 

 
 





WHAC Functions 

• Develop data-based strategies to inform 
prioritisation from WHAC’s perspective 

• A shared set of priorities 
• Lobby for funding for these 

o Preparation of material to support this 
o Media campaigns 
o Direct lobbying of politicians 

 
• All of this, working in close liaison with the 

regional office of VicRoads 
 



The history continues … 

• Hopkins Rd overpass – Rockbank (2001) 

• Deer Park bypass – finally a link to the 
metropolitan freeway system (2009) 

• Anthony’s Cutting realignment (2011) 

• Duplication through to Beaufort (2015) 

• Restoration of the Avenue of Honour (2015) 

 









Current priorities (east) 



Current priorities (east) 



Current priorities (west) 



Current priorities (west) 





 



How will we get there? 



Some statistics 



Media Launch 



Pollies 




