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Overview
• Office of Road Safety: Focus and functions, 
• Characteristics of road safety for local government
• Road safety for local government
• Vision Zero for local government
• Local government success stories
• Working together for the next Strategy



The state of road safety
99

Number of people who died on Australian roads in October 2019

1,209
Number of people who died on Australian roads in the 12 month period 
ending October 2019 (+2.5% from the same 12 month period in 2018)

22.3 (1980) to 4.8 (2019)
Decline in annual fatalities per 100,000 people in Australia



Office of Road Safety: functions
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Office of Road Safety: focus
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Policy levers for road safety
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Local government managed roads,
proportion of road length

Notes Length data for 2017 and locally controlled length 2016-17. Australia total excludes ‘Other territories’.
Source BITRE Infrastructure Yearbook 2018
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LGA managed roads and Local road 
type, proportion of fatal crashes, 2017

Source BITRE National Crash Database; PSMA functional road hierarchy; jurisdiction state road network maps
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Fatal crashes per 10,000 
kilometres

Jurisdiction

Locally 
managed 

roads
Local 
roads

Tasmania 7.7 3.5

New South Wales 7.0 5.3

Northern Territory 6.8 18.4

Western Australia 5.9 3.8

AUSTRALIA 4.8 3.9

Queensland 4.7 3.4

Victoria 2.5 4.4

South Australia 2.0 1.6

Note locally managed roads in NSW exclude regional roads.
Source BITRE National Crash Database; BITRE 2017 Infrastructure Yearbook; 

Jurisdiction state road network maps



https://www.bitre.gov.au/dashboards/



Local government areas: zero 
road deaths

Number of years with zero road deaths Proportion of LGAs
Proportion of 

population
0 27% 69.3%
1 12% 12.6%
2 12% 8.4%
3 6% 2.8%
4 6% 1.8%
5 6% 1.6%
6 5% 1.3%
7 7% 1.0%
8 7% 0.8%
9 6% 0.2%

10 3% 0.1%
11 3% 0.0%



Success stories
• National Awards for Local 

Government – for Excellence in 
Road Safety 

• Winner: City of Stirling, WA —
Moorland Street Bicycle 
Boulevard

• Highly Commended: City of 
Ryde, NSW — Safety Around 
Schools

• Highly Commended: North 
Sydney Council, NSW — Take a 
Look Around – Ballad Rap 
Pedestrian Campaign



Next National Road Safety 
Strategy
• We want to assist councils to reduce road trauma
• We want councils to sign up to the next Strategy, 

and commit to vision zero
• We need your input for the next Strategy 
• We need your help for the next Strategy and 

beyond.



Officeofroadsafety.gov.au
roadsafety@infrastructure.gov.au 
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